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And here, as I am well acquainted with the Alps,*
it may not be amiss for me to compare the Himalaya
with those European mountains, which are so well
known to the English public. The Himalaya, as a
whole, are not so richly apparelled as the Alps. In
Kashmir, and some parts of the Sutlej valley, and of
the valleys on their Indian front, they are rich in the
most glorious vegetation, and present, in that respect,
a more picturesque appearance than any parts of Swit-
zerland can" boast of; but one may travel among the
great ranges of the Asiatic mountains for weeks, and
even months, through the most sterile scenes, without
coming on any of these regions of beauty. There is not
here the same close union of beauty and grandeur,
loveliness and sublimity, which is everywhere to be
found over the Alps. There is a terrible want of level
ground and of green' meadows enclosed by trees.
Except in Kashmfr, and about the east of Ladak, there
are ne lakes. We miss much those Swiss and Italian
expanses of deep blue water, in which white towns and
villages, snowy peaks and dark mountains, are so
beautifully mirrored. There is also a great want of
perennial waterfalls of great height and beauty, such
as the Staubbach; though in summer, during the heat
of the day, the Himilaya, in several places, present long
graceful streaks of dust-foam.

The striking contrasts and the more wonderful scenes
are not crowded together as they are in Switzerland.
Both eye and mind are apt to be wearied among the
Himalaya by the unbroken repetition of similar scenes
during continuous and arduous travel, extending over
days and weeks together; and one sorely misses
Goethe's Ekschen, or the beautiful little corners of
nature which satisfy the eye and mind alike. The pic-

* See " Switzerland in Summer and Autumn," by the author, in ' Bkclt-
wood's Magazine' for 1865-66.